Groups hatch idea to promote

arts through larger-than-life eggs

By Katie Dunn
For the Forsyth County News

Which came first, the chick-
en or the egg?

Forsyth County residents
may well argue that the egg did
when 25 painted fiberglass
eggs find their way across the
area in an effort to raise aware-
ness of the arts.

The 5-foot-tall eggs, which
each weigh between 20 to 30
pounds, are part of a combined
effort by several organizations
to promote artistic creativity
and celebrate the county’s her-

itage.

Among the groups partici-
pating are Sawnee Woman'’s
Club, Forsyth County Parks
and Recreation, Cumming-
Forsyth Arts Council, Sawnee
Artists Association and Forsyth
County Arts Alliance.

“We're trying to promote
the arts in the community and
because Forsyth County has
such a strong poultry back-
ground, we chose the egg.” said
Paula Chambers, a program
coordinator with Forsyth
County Parks and Recreation.

“We feel like it's a very

worthwhile
project
because it
will bring
recognition
to the arts
and to our
community.”

The idea
started when
Kristin Joyner and
Debbi Little, both members of
the Sawnee Woman's Club,
sought to create an outdoor
exhibit honoring the county’s
heritage.

“We decided on the egg

Timeless
Architectural
Reproductions
owner and operator
Larry Hutto, right,
moves a giant plas-
ter egg Tuesday
with the help of
employee Jose
Fieros. The eggs,
created by Hutto's
company, were
designed to raise
awareness of the
arts in Forsyth
County. Below, one
of the 5-foot-tall
eggs was painted
by Forsyth Central
High School
instructor Kevin
Whitley and his stu-
dents. The egg will
stand outside the
school’s auditorium,.
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For more on
how the large
eggs were
made, see
Page 3A.

form because there
are so many differ-
ent things you can
turn an egg into,”
Joyner said.
Joyner explained that
she had tried several different
designs that could be painted
on the eggs, including a ham-
burger and a piggy bank.
“We first talked about a
chicken,” she said, “But the

See EGGS, Page 3A
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form doesn’t leave a lot of
space to do much. The egg,
from an artistic perspective,
can be turned into a baseball
or a city. It’s a blanker can-
vas.”

Several other Georgia
cities also have outdoor dis-
plays similar to Forsyth's
pending egg exhibit. Athens
boasts 36 painted, 4-foot fiber-
glass  bulldogs, while
Gainesville has painted roost-
ers scattered around town.

The exhibit was made pos-
sible through a Forsyth
County Art Alliance grant that
the Forsyth County Parks and
Recreation helped write.

“We're hoping to promote
the arts in the community,”
said Laura Pate, a program
supervisor with Forsyth
County Parks and Recreation.
“We want people to see these
eggs as a display of artwork
and get them to say, “What's
that?™

Now, thanks to the artistic
ingenuity of local business-
man Larry Hutto, the exhibit
soon will become a reality.

Hutto, who owns and oper-
ates Timeless Architectural
Reproductions, completed all
25 eggs in just six weeks,

“This is just something 1
wanted to do for my legacy,”
Hutto said. “For the fun of it.”

Added Joyner: “If it were
not for Larry’s creativity, they
would not have been made.”

In addition to the eggs.
Hutto also made adjustable
stands that allow each egg 1o
be moved as needed.

“You can unbolt them from
their stand and rotate them
around the c¢ounty,” Hutto
said,

Like a scene out of
“Jurassic Park,” the finished
eggs sit, incubated in Hutto's
warehouse, until they can be
distributed to local sponsors.

Potential egg sites include
the front of Forsyth Central
High School and at Central
and Sharon Springs parks.

Each egg costs $500.
Sponsors can choose what
design they want, as well as
the local artist who paints it.

The first egg, completed by

“This is just something I wanted to do for
my legacy. For the fun of it.”

— Businessman Larry Hutto, who created 25 giant eggs to promote the arts
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Above, Salvador Torres of Timeless Architectural
Reproductions adds a catalyst to a resin compound
used to create decorative architectural elements for
homes. The company created the large eggs in a similar
fashion. Below, Torres then pours the carefully mixed
resin into a silicone mold for setting.

Forsyth Central High School
art teacher Kevin Whitley and
his students, will stand in front
of the school’s auditorium
beginning in August.
Organizers hope visitors (0
Forsyth may someday be able
to participate in a countywide
scavenger hunt with the eggs.
E-mail Katie Dunn art
events@forsythnews.com.

i

Larry Hutto, above, shows how the mold for the
large eggs was created, then flipped out of its shell.

At a glance

Egg sponsors are still needed. For more information,
contact Kristin Joyner, (770) 318-0946 or kristinjjoyn-
er@remax.net, or Debbi Little, (770) 844-8954 or
marklittie @ bellsouth.net.

Left, Torres removes the
mold from an already
hardened capital. When
completely cured, the capi-
tal can be used as a struc-
tural element, and will sup-
port more than 15,000
pounds when placed on
top of a column.



